SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


- PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, CENTRAL INDIA, AND RAJPUTANA, 
Received up to 6th August, 1881. 


POLITICAL. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 2nd August states that 
The Amir Abdul Rah: ince the accession of the Amfr Ab- 
man Sete. dul Rahman Khan to the throne the 
Government of India has given him about 40 lakhs of 
rupees and a large quantity of arms. In addition to this, 
it is said that the Government has been paying him a monthly 
subsidy of Rs. 50,000 in order to assist him in conducting 
the administration of Kandahar. But, in spite of this mate-. 
rial aid that we rendered to him, his army was signally 
defeated at Karez-i-Ata by Aiyub Khan. One of his regi-. 
ments went over to Aiyub, and 18 guns and abont 5 lakhs 
of rupees also fell into the hands of the latter. He himself 
is sitting like a woman in his palace at Kabul with a veil, 
over his face, It will be remembered that when the question 
of appointing a successor to Yakub Khan was under the 
consideration of the Government, we urged that some member 
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of Sher Ali’s family should be placed on the throne and 
strongly protested against the bestowal of the Amirship on 
Abdul Rahman on the ground that he had little or no influ. 
ence in Afghanistan ; but the Government did not listen to us, 
Has the Government still any intention of giving any more 
aid to him? We think not. If Abdul Rahmam Khan does 
not show more shrewdness than he has hitherto done, he will 
have sooner or later to fly in the same direction from which 
he came to Kabul. 


The same paper says: We do not approve of the interces- . 


eee eee re sion of the English Government on 
English Government on hehalf of Midhat P asha. Its inter- 


behalf of Midhat Pasha. - ference in such a matter is calculated 
to cast a slur upon its justice. Turkey is an ‘independent 
power. But the Government would not be justified in bring- 
ing any pressure to bear upon any of its own Magistrates or 
Judges in such a matter. Its action is calculated to teach 
the Porte to do injustice rather than justice, If Midhat 
Pasha is guilty, he must receive condign punishment. The 
English Government might have instructed the British Am- 
bassador at Constantinople to assist Midhat Pasha in making 
his defence, but it should have done nothing more. 


The Koh-i-Nur of the 80th July states that the native: 
The armies of Native Chiefs are not at present in a position. 


States. to render any material aid to the Gov- 


ernment in a time of emergency. Their armies are in a. 
very bad state. The Government was right in weakening 


their strength at first, but now that it has had repeated proofs 


of their loyalty, it is neither wise nor just to allow them: 
to remain in their present state. . The Mutiny of 1857 was a- . 
severe test of their loyalty, but all of them came out of; the . 


ordeal unscathed. The armies of Sindhia and Holkar rebelled, 
but the chiefs themselves remained faithful. At the time of 


their armies, although they are not in an ‘enak® s 


the late Kabul war all the chiefs offered the services of 
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Had Government allowed the chiefs to keep their armies 
well disciplined and well equipped, the armies of only two or 
three native states of the Panj4b would have been sufficient to 
chastise the Afghans; and iu that case the Government of India 
would have béen saved all this trouble. It will be remem- 
bered that the late Maharaja Ranjit Singh very easily expelled 
the Afghans from Peshawar and the Dehrajat and seized 
those places. The Panjabis have all the essential qualities of 
good soldiers. Had Russia espoused the cause of the 
late Amir Sher Ali, as was once feared, and waged wat 
avainst the British power both in Asia and Europe, in that 
case the Government would have needed the services of the 
armies of the native chiefs. But those armies could have 
given no matérial help. The Government of India cannot 
increase its own army, as its military expenditure i 18 already 
very great compared with the revenues of the enipire, and 
taxation has reached tlie utmost liniit. Under these circum- 
stances the Government stiould eticourage the great native 
chiefs to ineréase the numerical strength and the efficiency of 
their armies, in order that they may be able to render aid in a 
crisis. (1) Those chiefs who have already got about 2,000 
soldiers should be allowed to enlist more soldiers, so far as 
their finances admit of an increased expenditure. (2) The 
Government should lend the services of one European and 
five native military officers to each of these chiefs to disei- 
pline his arniy. (8) The Government should urge upon 
the native chiefs the importance of miaking themselves ac- 
quainted with the miilitary art and bestow military titles 
upori them. (4) When they are invited to attend darbars, 
they should be allowed to teview British troops. (5) Every 
third year a camp-of-exercise should be held, in which both 
the British troops and the armies of native chiefs should take 
part. In the end the editor quotes “the remarks made in 
para. 5 of the Panj&b Administration Report for 1879-80 
about the native states’ contingents, and gives a statement, 
taken from the same report, showing the estimated population, 
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the gross revenue, and the military forée (inicludin g thé police) 
of each native state in the Panjab. } 


NATIVE STATES. 

The Panjdbi Akhbar of the 3rd August states that Tha- 
a i _ kur Fatah Singh, prime minister, was 
PB icon Ih ee er he only able official in Jaipur. Itis 
to be regretted that he has been sus- 
pended from duty on a frivolous charge. The late Maharaja 
placed currency notes for some lakhs of rupees in the custody 
of one Kishan Lal. .Now Kishan Ival says that, in accord- 
ance with the verbal orders of the late Maharaja, he made 
over the notes to Thakur Fatah Singh! This is the cause 
of the suspension of the latter. The Political Agent should 
not readily believe any false charge which one officer brings 

against another through spite. 


A correspondent of the Akhbdrsi-Am of the 81st July 
The Director of Public Makes some complaints about the 
Instruction, Patiala. Director of Public Instruction in Pa- 
tialas (1) One Nihal Chand was employed as a sarishtadar 
in the Educational Inspector’s office at Patiala. The Director 
suspected that he had misappropriated some public money. 
On making an enquiry into the matter he found him to be 
innocent, but still he transferred him to some other place, 
After some time suspicions again arose in his mind, and he 
sent orders to the tahsildar of the place to which Nihal Chand 
had been transferred to send him at once to him under cus- 


tody. In accordance with the Director’s orders the tabsildar 


at once imprisoned Nihal Chand and sent him to the Director 
under the custody of the police. The police arrived in Patiala 
in the evening. They did not allow him to go to his house, | but 


kept him confined on the steps of the. Director's office for the — 


whole night at this time of the year, when the heat is so great. 


He was taken out dead the next morning. The lamentations. of 


his young widow were heartrending, It is surprising that 
the Council of Regency has taken no notice of his death, not 
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has thé Pateala Akhbér drawn the Couricil’s attention to 
it. (2) The Director lately delivered a speech at the college 
in the presence of the principal arid the other teachers, and 
spoke in very severe terms about their eXamination. They 
were all much displeased and at once left the college, leaving 
the Director alone in the room. The principal has even ten- 
dered his resignation. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


A correspondent of the Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 2nd 
hei cued ake, in regard to the munsifs’ 
dars’ examination in the and tahsildars’ examination held in 
Panjab. 
the Panjab every year, complains 
that there is generally very great delay in publishing the 
names of the successful candidates. The examination is held 
in September, but the names of the successful candidates are 
published in April. The delay is a source of great incon- 
venience and loss to the candidates. (1) The interval is natu- 
rally one of great anxiety to them. (2) The unsuccessful 
candidates have little time left to them to prepare themselves 
for the next examination. Moreover, when the result is pub- 
lished, the cold weather, which is best suited for study, 
isover. Inthe North-Western Provinces no such delay occurs 
in publishing the result of the examination. 


The Séhas of the 30th July says: The more we abstain from 
disclosing the high-handed proceed- 

a Ra, ina’ ae ings of a European officers, 
the more they oppress us, and therefore 
we cannot remain silent. Formerly they durst not raise their 
heads through fear of the Government and the High Court. 
But the indifference of the Government and the High Court to 
their conduct now encourages them to act as they please. 
‘They frequently commit such high-handed proceedings that 
even a most timid person cannot quietly bear them. When 
any officer oppresses us, we naturally complain against him 
to the Government. If even the Government takes no notice 
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of otit complaints, we are helpless. In that case it is’ better 
to live in a desert. If the district Magistrates can act as they 
please, what is the usé of keeping the High Court ? Formerly 
the district officers were not so bad as they are at present. 
Gradually the swans have gone and the crows have taken their 
places; We can expect no justice from the present race of 
Magistrates. Only the other day Mr. Alexander, the Macgis- 
trate of Mymensingh, disregarded the orders of the Calcutta 
High Court in one case, but that Court did not take him to task 
for this. Look at the quarrel between Mr. Moseley, the Magis- 
trate of Murshedabad, and Babu Rameshwar Datt. Mr. 
Fisher, the Magistrate of Meerut; has now come to the 
front: he is said to have beer guilty of gross miscon- 
duct. The editot tlien refers to the charges brought against 
Mr. Fisher arid to the enquiry made into the matter by the 
Commissiorier of Meerut under the orders of the Government. 
Ore of the charges brought against him is that he paid 
a private visit toa rich native woman dt her house. He 
says that he went to advise ler to take good care of her 
adopted son and not to waste her money. If this is the case, 
why did he enter her house by the back-door? Another 
chatge is that he collected stbscriptions by force for the fair ; 
that he did not spend that money on the fair, but devoted it 
to such amusements as dancing, &; and that He was so 
absorbed in amusements that he closed his court for ten days. 

Had the Commissioner made a thorough enquiry, other things 
about Mr. Fisher would have transpired. The trial was not 
conducted in the proper way. Mr. Fisher was sent for by 
the Commissioner by means of a letter. Mr. Fisher aud the 
Superintendent of Police came together and took their seats 
near the Commissioner. Some respectable men and some 
dancing-girls were called as witnesses by the accusers. ‘The 
witnesses were not put on their oaths, and the Commissioner 
had little time to attend to them. He was chiefty engaged 
in hearing what Mr. Fisher had to say. The petitioners 
were not allowed to put any questions to Mr. Fisher. Only 
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the Commissioner asked him some questions. The Govern- 
ment has not been satisfied with the Commissioner’s enquiry | 


and intends to make some further enquiries into the matter. 
It should be observed that the petitioners must have been 
deeply affected by Mr. Fisher’s alleged oppression ; other- 
wise they would never have sent a petition against a high 


Government officer like him. The matter should be sifted 
to the bottom. 


The Khair Khwah-i-Panjdb of the 31st July publishes an 
article in the form of a petition from 
the Hindu widows of India to Her 
Majesty. The widows complain that, even though they are 


Widow-marriage. 


young, their guardians do not remarry them. If they yield 


to an evil passion, they are beaten by their guardians. If 


any of them becomes pregnant, she procures an abortion or 


kills the child as soon as it is born in order to avoid dishonour. 
Jf the matter transpires, she is convicted by a court of infan- 


ticide and is sentena:d to death or transportation for life. 


Formerly any widow could burn herself on the funeral pyre 
of her husband and thus avoid a lifelong misery, but the 


British Government has prohibited satts and made it a 
penal offence. The widows pray that-their marriage may be - 


made compulsory by law, or that a woman should be hanged 


as soon-as her husband dies, in order that she may not have 
to endure a lifelong misery, or that the widows may be 
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exempted from punishment for procuring abortion or com- 


mittting infanticide, 
LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Jalwa-i-Tuir (Meerut) of the Ist August again 
The Commissariat Gu. complains that the Comntiesariat Gu- 
mashta, Meerut. mashta at Meerut charged the Govern- 
ment very high prices for the articles it purchased through 
— him for the use of the troops in Afghanistan in the time of 
the late war. He bought blankets weighing Sib at Rs. 4-8 


a blanket, but he charged the Government at Hs. 7-8 a . 
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blanket. Supposing he supplied §0,000 blankets. In that 
case he must have cheated the Government of one and a half 
lakh of rupees. The Peshawar Gumashta supplied coats at 
Rs. 2-8, but he charged Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 for worse coats, 
Likewise the editor points out that he charged exorbit ant 
rates for other articles, and advises the Government to appoint 
some able and disinterested officer to make enquiries into the 
matter. (See page 250 of the Selections for the week ending 
the 3rd May, 1881.) 


A correspondent of the Delht Punch (Lahore) of the 30th 
is iil i July, referring to the restrictions that 
on the pilgrims to Mecca have lately been imposed on pilgrims 
——— to Mecca by the Turkish Government, 
asks the Muhammadan chiefs of India to endeavour to induce 
the Sultan to cancei these orders. These orders are objection- 
able on several grounds:—(1) These orders will prevent 
thousands of would-be pilgrims from paying a visit to Mecca. 
The Musalmans of Kashgar, Afghanistan, Tartary, &c., will 
not in future be able to go to Mecca, because passports at the 
Indian ports will be issued only to those men who can prove . 
themselves to be British subjects. Moreover, many poor pers 
sons were hitherto able to go to Mecca with the assistance of 
rich pilgrims, but in fature no poor person will be able to 
go. (2) Some Indian pilgrims take up their permanent abode 
at Mecca and some return home after two or three years. It 
will be unjust to require these classes of pilgrims to deposit 
Rs. 40 with the Consul at Jedda. (3) Many pilgrims die in 
Arabia, and therefore they will lose the Rs. 40 which they 
will deposit with the Consul at Jedda. (4) The pilgrims 
will be necessarily exposed to great inconvenience in obtain- 
ing passports at Bombay and in depositing money with the 
Consul at Jedda. It is difficult to realize what has induced 
the Porte to place new impediments in the way of the pilgrims, 
who were already exposed to many hardships and difficulties. 
Is this the recompense the Porte is going’to make to the Me 


salmans of India for the pecuniary aid they rendered’ to” the 
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Tarks in the time of the late Russo-Turkish War? (‘The 
Anjuman-t-Fanjdb also disapproves of these restrictions, on 
the ground that the pilgrims will: be put to a great deal of 
additional trouble, and asks who will give passports to the 
natives of Central Asia at the Indian ports.) 


A correspondent of the Mihir-i-Nimroz (Bij naur) of the 
31st July states that a rumour is pre- 
valent at Benares to the effect that 
the ex-King of Oudh has fled from Calcutta to Nepal and 
that he will collect an army there and invade India. The 
rumour has been spread by the weavers, the water-carriers, 
the sweepers, &c., of Madanpur. These low classes are ignor- 


The ex-King of Oudh, 


ant and prejudiced,.and no faith en be placed in the 


rumours epread by them. 
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